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A unified guide to archives 
and manuscript collections 

in HE institutions and 
learned societies in the 

London area.



AIM25 Objectives
• Comprehensive coverage – 

subject collections and 
institutional records

• Collaboration with M25 
Consortium of HE libraries

• Regional base 
• Integrated within the National 

Archives Network



AIM25 Partners
•  16 HE Survey Partners
•  20 Full HE Partners
•  11 External Partners



Current position 
• 5800 descriptions

• 104,000 access points 
– Subjects         62,429
– Personal         12,105
– Corporate  11,106
– Places  19,173



Current position 
• Project funding ended 

Oct 2002
• Partners still adding and 

editing descriptions
• KCL and ULCC providing 

editorial and tech 
support



London Signpost
• Extension of project 

beyond HE sector
• 30 partner pilot in 

progress
• HLF bid to be submitted 

March 2004
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Perspective:
• project manager + 3-4 project 

archivists using and 
customising Unesco

• first sustained experience of 
subject indexing 



Coverage:

• diverse archives in around 50 
institutions 

• institutional holdings, and  a 
wide variety of deposited 
collections 

• ranging across many subject 
specialisms



Methodology:

• indexing high level 
descriptions 

• indexing scope and content of 
collections 



 Addition of terms:

• new NPTs mapped to existing 
Unesco preferred terms

• automatic
• or new preferred terms linked 

manually by the project 
archivists into the Unesco 
hierarchy 



Sources for additions: 

• other thesauri 
• in-house systems from 

repositories 
• further additions by project 

archivists 



Centralised editorial 
process: 

• consultation among project 
team, coordinated and 
recorded by one project 
archivist



Proportion of added 
terms: 

• some 70% of subject terms 
were Unesco terms, with the 
remainder added from other 
sources



Issues: 

• coverage of Unesco variable
• omissions 
• structural problems 



Issues: 

• total number of terms 
• degree of specificity 
• consistency about addition of 

terms



Issues:

• historical context 
• UK usage
• position in hierarchy 



Issues:

• usefulness of added terms
• indexing formats 



Demonstration:

• http://www.aim25.ac.uk

























AIM25 web statistics
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http://www.aim25.ac.uk/admin





Analysis of Collection Description 
Hits, Oct-Nov 2003

Advanced Search/Thesaurus 51%
External Search Engines 30%
Open Archives Initiative (OAI) 10%
Browse   8%
Quicksearch   1%



Thesaurus Hits, Sep-Nov 2003

Subject 18%
Personal 31%
Corporate 44%
Places   7%



Conclusion:

• resource-intensive
• worthwhile 


